Recognition
well deserved.

Eli Lilly and Company
salutes the African
American Fort Lawton

soldiers.

Honoring the Veterans
www.Lilly.com V/(tﬁﬁ

%@y 1944 Fort Lawton Court-Martial

Answers That Matter.

DISCOVERY PARK
SEATTLE, WASHINGTON
JULY 26, 2008



TRIBUTE

To the veterans of the 1944 Fort Lawton Court-Martial

TRIBUTE

To the veterans of the 1944 Fort Lawton Court-Martial

Commemorating the October 2007 decision by the Army Board for
Correction of Military Records in its review of the case of 28 Soldiers
convicted by a general court-martial convened on November 16, 1944
by Headquarters, Seattle Port of Embarkation, at Fort Lawton Staging
Area, Seattle, Washington. The Board determined that the Army did not
afford the defendants due process by the legal standards in place at
that time, rendering the trial fundamentally unfair and improper.
Accordingly, as a matter of law and equity, the Board directed the Army
to set aside the Soldiersd convicti
and property lost as a result of the convictions; award honorable
discharges to each Soldier; and pay, individually or through their
estates, all back pay and allowances forfeited as a result of the
convictions.

PRESENTED BY

King County - City of Seattle
Seattle University - United States Army - Seafair

IN COOPERATION WITH
U.S. Rep. Jim McDermott

SPONSORED BY

King County - City of Seattle
Lane Powell PC - Federal Bar Association of Western Washington
Tabor 100 - Seattle University School of Law
Northwest African American Museum - National Association of Black Veterans
Greater Seattle Chapter of the Links, Inc. - Catherine Walker & David Fuqua
Rotary Club of Mercer Island - Rotary Club of West Seattle
NAACP of Seattle/King County - Lem Howell - SOS Foundation
Seattle Hotels Association
) Clise Hotels - Executive Inn - Loyal Inn - Eighth Avenue Inn
Ellinger, TX - 1920-1994 Fairmont Olympic Hotel - Inn at Virginia Mason - Seattle Sheraton
T/5 Willie Prevost, Sr. Crowne Plaza Hotel - Executive Hotel Pacific - Hotel Nexus - Red Lion Hotel
Franklin, LA - 1917-1998 Ezell 6s Famous Chicken A Tal ki
Pvt. Robert Sanders Rotary Club of Ballard - Rotary Club of Vashon Island
Chicago, IL - 1923-? and other generous individuals who contributed to the tribute fund

Pvt. Elva Shelton
St. Louis, MO - 1924-2003

T/5 Freddie L.Simmons

This tribute honors the service and memory of these Soldiers.

Pvt. Richard H. Barber
Chicago, IL - 1922-?

T/4 John S.Brown, Sr.
Lancaster, SC - 1922-1954

T/5 Riley L.Buckner
Houston, TX - 1919-1981

Cpl. Johnnie Ceaser
Chicago, IL - 1922-1950

Pvt. James C.Chandler, Jr.

Pvt. Loary M.Moore

VOLUNTEERS ASSISTING IN TODAYG TRIBUTE AND COMMUNITY PICNIC INCLUDE:

Seattle Parks and Recreation, Seattle Office for Civil Rights,
National Association of Black Veterans, Seattle Race Conference Committee, NAACP of

Kansas City, MO - 1923-1990
T/5 Willie S.Curry

Shreveport, LA - 1924-1968
Cpl. Russell L.Ellis

Oklahoma City, OK - 1912-1977
Pvt. Jefferson D.Green

San Antonio, TX - 1916-1994
Pfc. John L.Hamilton

Houston, TX - 1925-1999
Pvt. Frank R. Hughes

Hearne, TX - 1913-1983
Sgt. Arthur J.Hurks

Houston, TX - 1921-1991
Pvt. William G.Jones

Decatur, IL - 1924-1992
Cpl. Luther L.Larkin

Helena, AR - 1921-1948
Pfc. Roy L. Montgomery

Chicago, IL - 1921

Rocksprings, TX - 1909-1973
Pvt. Samuel Snow
Leesburg, FL - 1925
T/5 Nathaniel T.Spencer
Detroit, Ml - 1911-1973
T/5 Leslie T.Stewart
Austin, TX - 1925-1992
T/5 Arthur L.Stone
Detroit, Ml - 1920-1985
Pvt. Richard L.Sutliff
Houston, TX - 1920-?
T/4 Booker W.Thornton
Chicago, IL - 1908-1981
Pvt. Booker W.Townsell
Milwaukee, W1 - 1915-1984
T/5 David Walton
Chicago, IL - 1910-1969

Pvt. Wallace A.Wooden
Chicago, IL - 1908-?

Seattle/King County, Teens in Public Service, U.S. Army 70" Regional Readiness Command at

Fort Lawton, U.S. Naval Station Everett

FORT LAWTON VETERANS TRIBUTE PLANNING COMMITTEE

Brenda Anibarro, Seattle Office for Civil Rights
Tera Beach, Office of US Representative Jim McDermott

Nori Catabay, King County
Cindy Cawaling, King County

Cindy Domingo, Office of King County Councilmember Larry Gossett
Mickey Fearn, Seattle Parks & Recreation
Jack Hamann, author, On American Soil

Jim Kelly, 4Culture
Beth Knox, Seafair

Will Kostas, Office of US Representative Jim McDermott
Joanne Orsucci, Seattle Parks & Recreation
Adair Petty, United States Army Review Boards Agency
Bengie Santos, Office of King County Executive Ron Sims

Jade Sepolen, King County
Anthony Shoecraft, King County
Kevin Washington, Tabor 100

For more information, please visit www.jackhamann.com



Of the 43 soldiers who stood triald 28 of whom were convictedd the families of just twelve
have been located. We are honored to be joined by seven of those families today,
including one of the two known surviving veterans:

HiSTORIC FORT LAWTON CHAPEL AND PARADE GROUNDS

JOHN HAMILTON (192599)
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represented in Seattle by: Michael Hamilton, Damien Hamilton, Kamyra Harrison

ARTHUR HURKS (192991)
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represerted in Seattle by: Camille Kea

WILLIAM JONES (192892)
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helping foster childg y X

represented in Seattle by: Deborah Ford, Laquitta Ford, Margie Bond, Carlo Bond,
James Marshall, Lannis Warfield

LUTHER LARKIN (19r948)
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chance to become a US Army medic because units were segregated by race, and b
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represented in Seattle by: Thelma SparBeverly Evans, Camille Glaude, Elijah Evans

WILLIE PREVOST (19P88)
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represented in Seattle by: Arthur Prevost, Frederick Prevost, Walt Prevost, Tracy Sr

SAMUEL SNOW (1925
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jobs for decades, including as a janitor in a whitey church, but saved enough to put
hisOKAf RNBY G(KNBdzAK O2tfS83S X {dAatt fA¢
represented in Seattle by: Samuel Snow, Margaret Snow, Ray Snow, Debbra Snow

BOOKER TOWNSELL (19984)

.2NY FyR NI A&SR -Histreditéd trigl wit®sScBnfuXed Bookér? &
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represented in Seattle by: Sharon Townsd&larole Blalock, Marion Williamson, Jerome
Edwards, Lashell Drake, Ernestine & Melvin Moss, Keith & Liz Hunter, Robbie Harre

Discovery Park
Seattle, Washington
July 26, 2008 | 10:00am-12:00pm

Music prelude - | Corps U.S. Army Band Brass Quintet

Welcome - Mistress of Ceremonies Vivian Phillips

Presentation of the Colors - | Corps Command Honor Guard, U.S. Army
National Anthem -1 Corps U.S. Army Band Brass Quintet

Blessing - Marty Bluewater, CEO, with Randy Lewis, Board Member
United Indians of All Tribes Foundation

Tribute - The Honorable Jim McDermott
United States Representative, Seventh District of Washington

Tribute - The Honorable Mike Gregoire
First Gentleman, State of Washington

Tribute - The Honorable Ron Sims
Executive, Martin Luther King County

Tribute - The Honorable Greg Nickels
Mayor, City of Seattle

Music interlude - DaNell Daymon and Royalty Gospel Choir

Tribute - Ms. Lashell Drake
Granddaughter of Fort Lawton veteran Booker Townsell

Tribute - The Honorable Ronald J. James
Assistant Secretary of the Army for Manpower and Reserve Affairs

Tribute - Mr. Jack Hamann
Author, On American Soil

Retiring of the Colors and the Army Song
| Corps Command Honor Guard and Band Brass Quintet
(PLEASE STAND FOR THE RETIRING OF THE COLORS

With special acknowledgement to the two Seattle attorneys who were given just ten days AND REMAIN STANDING FOR THE PLAYING OF THE ARMY SONG)

to prepare their case to defend all 43 clients, and who so capably strove to seek justice:

Music finale - DaNell Daymon and Royalty Gospel Choir

Hon. William T. Beeks (1906-1988) Howard D. E. Noyd (Bellevue, WA)



August 14, 1944

Ten weeks after Allied forces stormed the beach
at Normandy, life at Fort Lawton was hectic. With
German forces on the run, attention
turned to the war in the Pacific and plans
for a possible invasion of Japan. The fort
was under the jurisdiction of the Seattle
Port of Embarkation, which, in turn,
UHSRUWHG WR WKH 8 6 $UP
Department. Thousands of soldiers and
A \. millions of pounds of supplies, weapons
and equipment passed through the
port, most of it headed to the war zone in New Guinea,
where General Douglas MacArthur was working his way
back toward the Philippines.

The U.S. Army was still segregated in 1944; African
American soldiers trained, ate and slept in separate
quarters. Of the hundreds of black soldiers
assigned to Fort Lawton, most were placed
in port companies, trained to load and
unload cargo from transport ships. Most all-
black companies were under the command
of white officers; opportunities for
promotion were limited. Although A rmy
regulations prohibited outright racial
discrimination, black soldiers were
treated as second-class citizens, both on the fort and off.

The African American barracks were adjacent to
barracks reserved for Italian prisoners of war. Although Italy
had surrendered eleven months earlier, German forces still
occupied much of Italy, and its former soldiers could not be
transported home safely. Under the
rules of the Geneva Convention, the
U.S. Army was entitled to offer the
Italians an opportunity to work.
Prisonerswho swore allegiance to the
Allies were issued Americanstyle
uniforms and paid the same wages as
U.S. soldiers. The two hundred
soldiers in the 28th Italian Service
Unit at Fort Lawton worked as cooks,
janitors, gardeners and mechanics. Under pressure from the
new post-Mussolini government, the Italians were granted a
range of privileges, including visitations from members of
6 H D W ali@rHAmerican community and even day passes to
stroll around downtown Seattle or to accept invitations to eat
meals in private homes. Many Americans? civilian and

On the night of August 14, 1944, four hundred
soldiers packed their bags, readying to ship overseas
the next day. All the soldiers were African American,
members of two all-black port companies

quartered in segregated barracks in a

remote northwest sector of Fort Lawton.

At 11:00pm , a bugle

sounded taps, signaling

lights-out. Minutes later, a

black American soldier

and an ltalian prisoner

of war briefly scuffled;

the American was

knocked out cold. His

fellow soldiers,

mistakenly believing their

unit was under attack, rushed to

the adjacent Italian area, and a violent
clash ensued. It took more than forty
minutes for military policemen to arrive; by
then, dozens of men had been wounded, many
seriously.

Just before dawn  the next morning, two

military policemen on patrol discovered the lifeless body of
Italian private Guglielmo Olivotto, hanging by a noose from

an obstacle course at the bottom of the steep cliffs of Magnolia
Bluffs. An Army autopsy concluded that the 32-year-old It alian
had not committed suicide.

On November 16, 1944 | the largest and longest Army court-
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martial of World War Il got under way. Forty-three soldiers 2 all of them African
Americans? were charged by Army prosecutor Leon Jaworski with rioting. Three
were also charged with murder, and faced the death penalty if convicted. A
separate U.S. Army investigation by Gen. Elliot Cooke was larshly critical of Fort
/IDZWRQYV KDQGOLQJ RI WKH ULRW DQG PXUGHU &
made available to the defendants or to the public. After a five -week trial, twenty -
eight men were found guilty, two of them convicted of manslaughter.

On October 26, 2007, the Army Board for Correction of Military
Recordsresponded to evidence disclosed in On American Soif a book by Seattle
journalists Jack and Leslie Hamann, and to legislation introduced by Seattle
Congressman Jim McDermott. The BoardGHFODUHG WKDW -DZRUVN
GLVFORVH &RRNHTV UHSRUW DPRXQWHG WR 3HJUH|
convictions. The Board awarded honorable discharges and ordered that the
men 2 or their estates 2 be issued back pay and benefits.

The body of Guglielmo Olivotto is still buried in Discovery Park,

LOCATIONS OF BUILDINGS & EVENTS
AT FORT LAWTON, 1944

Hospital No. 2 >FXUUHQW YL VI
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Court-martial building

Hospital No. 1

2IILFHUYYVY EDUUDFNYV
Military Police barracks

Office of the Provost Marshal

African American barracks

Italian Service Unit barracks
*XJOLHOPR 20LYRWWR
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military > RSHQ O\ UHVHQWHG ZKDW WKH\ FRC off the northeast corner of the Fort Lawton cemetery. The site of the segregated

men who were still technically POWSs.

black barracks is now a meadow; the adjacent Italian Area is a forest.



